
MITA Looks Back at the 2010 
Legislative Year 
 
 
The Lame Duck session came and went in 2010 without 
fixing our state’s ailing road funding system.  As a 
result, there is obvious disappointment when looking back 
at this year’s legislative achievements.  Because a 
highway-funding fix remains MITA’s top legislative 
priority, it is easy to forget some of the notable 
successes of this past year. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE 
 
MITA successfully lobbied legislators to increase the highway 
construction budget to avoid losing federal highway dollars 
because of a lack of federal match money.   
 
A legislative package pushed by MITA uses 2002 clean water bond 
money to increase SRF sewer projects from $150 million to $210 
million this year.  The bill ratchets up the funding to as much as 
$350 million by 2013.  The package (SB 1443  and HB 6416) also: 

 
Creates a $40 million grant program for local communities in 
order to encourage greater immediate demand.  These grants 
provide up to $1 million for design and engineering of 
municipal sewer projects.  
 
For the first time ever, a state grant program was created that 
provides money not only for State Revolving Fund projects, 
but for any other sewer maintenance project regardless of the 
funding method.  This proposal, authored by MITA, is a way to 
encourage greater sewer work even after the limited SRF 
money runs out. 
 
Formed a statewide task force in 2011 that will review long-
term sewer infrastructure funding needs. 
 
Provides $150 million in money for brownfield redevelopment 
over the next three years. 
  

 
One bill sent to the governor would continue the funding of 
underground storage tank clean up efforts.  Senate Bill 1267 would 
maintain the environmental protection regulatory fee of 7/8 cent on 
each gallon of refined petroleum products sold in the state in 
order to pay for the clean up efforts.   
 
Many of the state's universities and community colleges got the go-
ahead for infrastructure projects on their campuses partially 
financed with state money as the legislature passed a bill (House 
Bill 5858) with nearly $1 billion in projects. 



 
Congress passed a jobs bill to allow companies to get tax breaks for 
hiring unemployed workers.  A number of MITA member companies 
were able to take advantage of this provision when they were hiring 
back their workers for the 2010 construction year. 
 
MITA successfully stalled efforts to eliminate or reduce the MBT 
Personal Property Tax Credit, Compensation Credit and the 
Brownfield Credit.  Maintaining these credits meant big tax savings 
for companies in the heavy construction industry. 
 
MITA staff stymied efforts to allow the state to debar contractors 
from doing work for the state if they had more than one MIOSHA or 
prevailing wage violation in the previous three years.  (HB 4282) 
 
MITA successfully opposed efforts to increase contractor fines and 
penalties through a new Michigan False Claims Act.   (HB 4117) 
 
MITA opposed provisions of the “Complete Streets” legislative 
package that would have required a certain percentage of road 
dollars go to pay for bike and walking paths.  Ultimately, the 
legislation was re-written to require communities to consider these 
paths as part of their transportation plans, but there were no 
requirements for a certain amount of money to be used for those 
purposes.  
 
 
ADVOCACY 
  
MITA made a renewed commitment to local industry advocacy efforts 
by hiring Nicole Cook as grassroots coordinator.  The effect has 
been immediate and dramatic.  Among MITA’s advocacy achievements: 

 
• Hosted a state legislative Lobby Day in May with over 400 

attendees present, including approximately175 MITA 
members that met with 69 different legislators.     

 
• MITA staff met with over 80 legislators to discuss 

infrastructure investment. 
 

• In addition to Lobby Day, MITA coordinated meetings for 
members with state legislators in their districts, 
including hosting a half-dozen “meet and greets” with 
legislators before the elections. 

 
• MITA organized a Washington DC Lobby Day, where 

meetings were set with every member of the Michigan 
Congressional delegation.  In addition, MITA staff 
organized meetings with 7 different Michigan 
Congressional members in their districts over the 
summer break. 

 
• MITA lobbyists conducted a presentation to the Freshman 

House Legislative Caucus with nearly 40 House members 
in attendance. 



 
• Helped coordinate an online petition drive that garnered 

nearly 5,000 signatures.  MITA staff also visited 
numerous member companies and introduced their 
employees to a toll-free phone calling campaign that 
generated roughly 1,000 calls to legislator offices. 

 


